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4, 1850.

1 have, Senators, believed from the first that the agitation of the subject of slavery would, if not prevented by some timely and effective measure, end in disunion. Entertaining this opinion, I have, on all proper
occasions, endeavored to call the 'l\ttention of both of the two great parties ·which divide the country to adopt some measure to prevent so great
a disaster, but without success. The agitation has been permitted to
proceed, with almost no·attempt to resist it, until it has reached a period
when it can no longer be disguised or denied that the Union is in danger.
Y OU'fiave thus had forced upon you the greatest and the gravest question
that can ever come under your consideration-How can the Union be
preserved?
To give a satisfactory answer to this mighty question, it is indispensable to have an accurate and thorough knowledge of the nature and the
character of the cause by which the Union is endangered. Without such
knowledge it is impossible to pronounce, with any certainty, by what
measure it can be saved; just as it would be impossible for a physician
to pronounce in the case of some dangerous disease, with any certainty,
by what remedy the patient could be saved, without similar knowledge
of the nature and character of the cause of the disease. The first question, then, presented for consideration, in the investigation I propose to
make, in order to obtain such know:iedge, is-What is it that has endangered the Union 1
To this question there can be but one answer; that the immediate
cause is the almost universal discontent which pervades all the States
composing tbe Southern section of the Union. This widely extended discontent is not of recent origin. It commenced with the agitation of the
slavery questio1', and has been increasing ever since. The next question,
going one step further back, is-\Vhat has caused this widely diffused
and almost universal discontent 1
It is a great mistake to suppose, as is by some, that it originated with
demagogues, who excited the discontent with the intention of aiding their
personal advancement, or with the disappointed ambition of certain politicians, who resorted to it as the means of retrieving their fortunes. On
the contrary, all the great political influences of the section were arrayed
Towere, printer, corner of l:li:rtb street and Lou1S1aoa Rvenue,
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against excitement, and exerted to the utmost to keep the people quiet.
The great m ass of the people of the South were divided, as in the other
section, into Whigs and Democrats. The leaders and the presses of both
parties in the South were very solicitous to prevent excitement and to preserve quiet; because it was seen that the effects of the former would
necessarily tend to weaken, if not destroy, the political ties which unitetl
them with their respective parties in the other section. Those who know
the strength of party ties will readily appreciate the immense force which
this cause exerted against agitation and in favor of presen•ing quiet.
But, as great as it was, it was not sufficient to prevent the widespread discontent which now pervades the section. No ; some cause,
far deeper and more powerful than the one supposed, must exist, to account for discontent so wide and deep. The question, then, recurs-What
is the cause of this discontent 7 It will be found in the belief of the people of the Southern States, as prevalent as the discontent itself, that they
cannot remain, as things now are, consistently with honor and safety, in
the Union. The next question to be considered is-\Vhat has caused
this belief?
One of the causes is, undoubtedly, to be traced to the long-continued
agitation of the slave question on thf" part of the North, and the many
aggressions which they have made on the rights of the South during the
time. I will not enumerate them at present, as it will be done hereafter
in its proper place.
There is another lying back of it, with which this is intimateYy connected, that may be regarded as the great and primary cause. That is to
be found in the fact that the equilibrium between the two sections in
the Goveq:iment, as it stood when the Constitution was ratified and the
Government put in action, has been destroyed. At that time there was
nearly a perfect equilibrium between the two, which afforded ample
means to each to protect itself against the aggression of the other; but,
as it now stands, one section has the exclusive power of controlling the
Government, which leaves the other without any adequate means of protecting itself against its encroachment and oppression. To place this
subject distinctly before you, J have, Senators, prepared a brief statistical
statement, showing the relative weight of the two sections in the Government under the first census of 1790 and the last census of l 840.
According to the former, tbe population of the United States, including
Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which then were in their incipient
condition of becoming States, but were not actually admitted, amounted
to 3,H29,827. Oft bis number the Northern States had 1,977,899, and the
Southern 1,952,072, making a difference of only 25,827 in favor of the
former Stn.tes. The number of States, including Vermont, Kentucky,
and Tennessee, were sixteen; of which eight, including Vermont, belonged
to the Northern section, and eight, including Kentucky and Tennessee,
to the Southern, making an equal division of the States between the two
sections under the first census. There was a smnl l preponderance in the
House of Representatives, and in the electoral college, in favor of the
Northern, owing to the fact that, according to the provisions of the Constitu tion, in estimating federal n umbers, five slaves count but three; but
it was too small to affect sensibly the perfect equilibrium, which, with
that exception, cxisied at the time. Such was the equality of the two
sections when the Str,tcs composing them agreed Jo enter into a Federal
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Union. Since then the equilibrium between them bas been greatly disturbed.
According to the last census the aggregate population of the United
States amounted to 17,063,357, of which the Northern section contained
9,728,!:120, and the Southern 7,334,437, making a difference, in round numbers, of 2,400,000. '!'he number of States bad increased from sixteen to
twenty-six, making a n addition of ten States. In the mean time the position of Delaware had become doubtful as to which section she properly
belongs. Considering her as neutral, the Northern States will have thirteen and the Southern States tweh·e, making a difference in the Senate
of two Senators in favor of the former. According to the apportionment
under the census of 1840, there were 223 members of the House of Representatives, of which the Northern States bad 135, an!! the Southern
States (considering Delaware as neutral) 87, making a difference in favor
of the former in the House of Representatives of 48. The difference in
the SP-nate of two members added to this, g ives to the North in the electoral college, a majority of 50. Since the census of 1840, four States
have been added to the Union; Iowa, Wisconsin, Florida, and Texas..
They leave the difference in the Senate as it stood when the census wns
taken ; hut add two to the side of the North in the House, making the
present majority in the House in its favor of 50, and in the electoral college of 52.
The result of the whole is to give the Northern section a predominance
in e,·ery department of the Gornrnment, and thereby concentrate in it
the two clements which constit ute the Federal Government ; majority
of States, and a majority of their population, estima ted in federal numbers. Whatever section concentrates the two in itself p@ssesses the control of the entire Go,·ernmcnt.
But we are just at the close of the sixth decade, and the commencement
of the sc,•cntb. The census is to be taken this year, which must add
greatly to the decided preponderance of the North in House of Representatives and in the electoral college. The prospect is, also, that a great
increase will be added to its present preponderance in the Sena·e during
the period of the decade by the addition of new States. Two Territories,
Oregon and Minesota, are already in progress, and strenuous efforts are
makinu to bring in three additional States from the territory recently
conqu:i.ed from Mexico; which, if successful,
add three other
States in a short time to the Northern section, making five States ;
and increasing the present number of its States from fifteen to twenty,
and of its Senators from thirty to forty. On the contrary, there is
not a single T erritory in progress in the Southern section, and no certainty that any additional State will be added to it during the decade.
T he prospect then is, that the two sections in the Senatt>, should the efforts now made to exclude the South from the newly acquired Territories succeed, will stand, before the end of the decade, twenty Northern
States to fourteen Southern, (considering Delawa re as neutral,) and f01ty
Northern Senators to twenty-eight Southern. This great incrMse of
Senators, added to the great increase of members of tho House of Representat ives and electoral college on the pa.rt of the North, which must
take place' under the next decade, will effectually and irrctriernbly destroy
the equilibrium which existed when the Government commenced.
Had this dei;truction been the operation of time, without the interference of Government, the South would ham had no reason to complain;
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but such ·was not the fact. It was caused by the legislation of this Government, which ""as appointed, as the common agent of all, and charged
:with the protection of the interests and security of all. The legislation by
:which it has been effected, may be classed under three beads. The first
is, that series of acts by which the South has been excluded from the common territory belonging to all of the States, as the mell'lbers of the Federal Union, and which have had the effect of extending vastly the portion
allotted to the Northern section, and restricting wit hin narrow limits,
the portion left the South. The next consists in adopting a system of
revenue and disbursements, by which an undue proportion of the burden .
of' taxation has been imposed upon the South, and an undue proportion of
its proceeds appropriated to the North ; and the last is a system of political measures, by which the original character of the Government has
been radically changed. I propose to bestow upon each of these, in the
order they sta.nd, a few remarks, with the view of showing that it is owing
to the action of this Government that the equilibrum between the two
sections has been destroyed, and the whole powers of the system centered
in a sectional majority.
The first of the series of acts by which the South was deprived of its
due share of th e Territories, originated with the Confederacy, which preceded the existence of t.liis Go,·ernment. It is to be found in the provision
of the ordinance of 1787. Its effect was to exclude the South entirely
from that vast and fert.ile region which lies between the Ohio and the
Mississippi rivers, now embracing five States and one Territory. The
rlext of the series is the Missouri compromise, which excluded the South
from that large portion of Louisiana which lies north of 36° 3(1', excepting what is included in the State of Missouri. The last oft.he series excluded the South from the whole of the Oregon Territory. All these, in the
slang of the day, were what are called slave territ,ories, and not free soil ;
that is, territories belonging to slaveholding powers and open to the emigration of masters with their slaves. By these several acts, the South
-was excluded from l , 238,025 square miles, an extent of country considerably exceeding the entire valley of the Mississippi. To the South was
left the portion of the Territo1-y of L ouisiana lying south of 36° 30', and
the p ortion north of it included in the State of Missouri. The portion
lying south of 36° 30', -including the States of L ouisiana and Arkansas,
a nd the territory lying west of the latter and south of 36° 30', called the
) ndian country. These, with the Territory of Florida, nowtbe State, makes
in the whole, 283,503 square miles. To this must be added the territory
acquired with Texas.. If the whole should be added to the Southern section, it would make an increase of 325,520, which would make the whole
l eft to the South, 009,023. But a large part of T exas is still in contest
,between the two sections, which leaves it uncertain what will be the real
extent of the portion of territory that may be left to the South.
I have not included the ten-itory recently acquired by the treaty with
·Mexico. The North is making the most strnnous efforts to appropriate
the whole to hersel f, by exclu,ding the South from e,·ery foot of it.
If she should succeed, it will add to that from which the South has
already been excluded, 520,078 square miles, and woitld increase the
whole which the North bas appropriated to herself to 1,764,023, not including the portion tl1at she may succeed in excluding us from in Texas.
To sum up the whole, the United States since they declared their inde-
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pendence, have acquired 2,373,046 square miles of territory, from which
the North will have excluded the South, if she should succeed in monopolizing the newly acquired territories, about three-fourths of the whole,
leaving to the South but about one-fourth.
Such is. the first and great ca~e that has destroyed the equilibrum
between the two sections in the Government.
The next is the system of revenue and disbursements which has been
adopted by the Government. It is well known that the Government has
d erived its revenue mainly from duties on impo1·ts. I shal! not undertake
to show that such duties must necessarily fall mainly on the exporting
States, and that the South, as the great exporting portion of the Union,
has in reality paid vastly more thnn her due proportion of the revenue;
because I deem it unnecessary, as the subject has on so many occasions been
fully discussed. Nor shall I, for the same rea~on, undertake to show that
a far greater portion of the revenue has been disbursed at the North, than
its due share ; and that the joint effect of these en.uses has been, to transfer a ,·ast amount from South to North, which, under an equ~l system of
revenue and disbursments, would not have been lost to her. ]f, to this be
added, that many of the duties were imposed, not for revenue, but for
protection-that is, intended to put money, not in the treasury, but directly into the pocket of the manufaclurel's, some conception may be formed
of the immense amount which, in the long cpursc of sixty years, have been
transferred from South to rorth. There are no data by which it can be
estimitted with any certainty; but it is safe to say, that it amounts to
hundreds of millions of dollars. U ndcr the most moderate estimate, it
would be sufficient to add greatly to the wealth of the North, and thus
greatly increase he1· population by attracting emigration from all quarters to that section.
This, combined with the great and primary cause, amply explains why
the North has acquired a preponderance over every department of the
Government by its disproportionate incl'ease of population and States.
The former, as bas been shown, bas increased in fifty years, 2,400,000
over that of the South. This increase of population, during so long a
period, is satifacto1·ily accounted for, by the number of emigrants, and the
increase of their descendants, which ha,·e been attracted to the Northern
section from Europe and the South, in consequence of the advantages derived from the causes assigned. If Lhey had not existed-if the South bad
retained all the capita.I which has been extracted from her by the fiscal
action of the Government; and, if it bad not been excluded by the ordinance of 'd7 and the Missouri comprnmisc, from the region lying between
the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, and between the Mississippi and the
Rocky mountains north of 36° 30'-it scarcely admits of a doubt, that it
would have divided the emigration with the North, and by retaining her
own people, would have at least equalled the North in population under
the census of 1840, and probably under that about to be taken. She would
also, if she had retained her equal rights in those territories, have maintained an equality in the number of States with the North, and ha,·o preserved the equilibrum between the two sections that existed at the commencement of the Government. The loss then of the cquilibrum, is to be
attributed to the action of this Government.
But while these measures were destroying the equilibrum botween the
two sections, the action of the Government was leading to a radical
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change in its character, by concentrating all the power of the system in
itself. The occasion will not permit me to trace the measures by which
this great change bas been consummated. If it did, it would not be difficult to show that the process commenced at an early period of the Government; that it proceeded, almost without interruption, step by step, until
it absorbed virtually its entire powers, but without going through the
whole process to establish the fact, it may be done satisfactorily by a
very short statement.
That the Government claims, and practically maintains, the right to
decide in the last resort, as to the extent of its powers, will scarcely be
denied by any one conversant with the political history of the country.
That it also claims the right to resort to force to maintain wlrn.tever
power she claims, against all opposition, is equally certain. Indeed it is
apparent, from what we daily hear, that this bas become the prevailing
and fixed opinion of a great majority of the community. Now, I ask,
what limitation can possibly be placed upon the powers of a government
claiming and exercising such rights? And, if none can be, how can the
separate governments of the States maintain and protect tbe powers reserved to them by the Constitution, or the people of the several States
maintain those, which are reserved to thPm, and among others, the sovereign powers by which they ordained and established, not only their separate State Constitutions and Go\·ernments, hut also the Constitution
and Government of the United States 7 But, if they have no constitu~
tional means of maintaining them against the right claimed by this Government; it necessarily follows, that they bold them at its pleasure and
discretion, and that all the powers of tho system are in reality concentrated in it. It also follows, that the character of the Govero·ment bas
been changed in consequence, from a · federal Republic, as it originalty
came from the hands of its framers, into a· great national consolidated
Democracy. It has indeed, at present, all the characteristics of the
latter and not one of the former, although it still retains its outward
form.
The result of the whole of these causes combined is, that the North has
acquired a decided ascendancy over every department of this Government, and through it a control over all the powers of the system. A single section governed by I he will of the numerical majority, has now, in
fact, the control of tho Government and tbe entire powers of the system,
What was once a constitutional federal Republic, is now converted io, re~
a lity, into one as absolute as that of the Autocrat of Russia, and as des~
potic in its tendency, as any absolute government that ever existed.
As then, the North has the absolute control over the Government, it is
manifest, that on all questions between it and the South, where there is
a diversity of i nterests, the interest of the latter will be sacrificed to the
former, however oppressive the effects may be, as the South possesses no
means by which it oan resist, through the action of the Government. But
if t here was no question of vital importance to the South, in reference
to which there was a diversity of views betweon the two sectious, this
state of things might be endured, without the hazard of destruction to
the South. But such is not the fact. There is a question of vital importance to the Southern section, in reference to which the views and feelings
of the two sections are as opposite and hostile as they can possibly be,
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I refer to the relation between tbe two races in tbe Southern section,
which constitutes a vital portion of her social organization. Every portion
of the North entertains views and feelings more or less hostile to it. Those
most opposed and hostile;--regard it as a sin, and consider themselves under the most sacred obligation to use every effort to destroy it. Indeed to
the extent that they conceive they have power, they regard tht>mselves
as implicated in the sin, and responsible for suppressing it, by the use of
all and every means. Those less opposed and hostile, regard it as a
crime-an offence against humanity, as they call it; and although not so
fanatical, feel themselves bound to use all efforts to effect the same object,
while those who are least opposed and hostile, regard it as a blot and a
stain on the character, of what they call the Nation, and feel themselves
according1y bound to give it no countenance or support. On the contrary, the Southern section regards the relation as one which cannot be destroyed without subjecting the two races to the greatest calamity, and the
section to poverty, desolation, and wretchedness; and accordingly they
feel bound, by every consideration of interest and safety, to defend it.
This hostile feeling on the part of the North towards the social organization of the South, long lay dormant, but it only required some cause
to act on those who felt most intensely that they were responsible for
its continuance, to call it into action. The increasing power of this Government, and of the control of the Northern section over all its departments, furnished the cause. It was this which made an impression on
the minds of many, that there ·was little, or no restraint, to prevent the
· Government from doing whatever it might choose to do. This was
sufficient of itself to put the most fanatical portion of the North in actiowfor the purpose of destroying the exii;ting relation between the two
races in the South.
The first organized movement towards it commenced in 1835. Then,
for the first time, societies were organized, presses established, lecturers
sent forth to excite the people of the North, and incendiary publications
scattered over the whole South, through the mail. The South was
thoroughly aroused. Meetings were held everywhere, and resolutions
adopted, calling upon the North to apply a remedy to arrest tbe threatened evil, and pledging themselves to adopt measures for their own protection, if it was not arrested. At the meeting of Cong~ess petitions poured
in from the North, calling upon Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, and to prohibit what they called the internal slave
trade between the States, announcing at the same time, that their ultimate object was to abolish slavery, not only in the District, but in the
States and throughout the Union. At this period, the number engaged
in the agitation was small, and possessed little or no personal influence.
Neither party in Congress bad, at that time, any sympathy with them,
or their cause. The members of each party presented their petitions
with great reluctance. Nevertheless, as small and contemptible as the
pa rty then was, both of the great parties of the North dreaded them.
They felt, that though small, they were organized in reference to a subject
which had a great and a commanding influence over the Northern mind.
Each party, on that account, feared to oppose their petitions, lest the opposite party should take advantage of the one who might do so, by favoring
their petitions. The effect was that both united in insisting that tbe petitions should be received, and that Congress should take jurisdiction of the
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subject for which they prayed. To justify their course, they took the extraordinary ground, that Congress was bound to receive petitions on every
subject, however objectionab~e it might be, and whether they had or had
not jurisdiction over the suhject. These views prevailed in the House of
Representatives, and partially in the Senate, and thus the party succeeded
in their first movements in gaining what they proposed-a position in
Congress, from which agitation could be extended over tqe whole Union.
This was the commencement of the agitation, which has ever since continued, and which, as is now acknowledged, bas endangered the Union
itself.
As for myself, I believed at that early period, if the party who got up
the petitions should succee<l in getting Congress to take jurisdiction, that
agitation would follow, and that it would in the end, if not anested, destroy the Union. I then so expressed myself in debate, and called upon
both parties to take grounds against assuming jul'isdiction, but in vain.
Had my voice been heeded, and had Congress refused to take jurisdiction,
by the united votes of all parties, the agitation which followed would have
been prevented, and the fanatical zeal that gives impulse to the agitation, and which has brought us to our present perilous condition, would
have become exting uished from the want of fuel to feed the flame.
That was the time for the North to show ber devotion to the Union; but
unfortunately both of the grr-at p~rties of that section were so intent on
obtaining or retaining party ascendency, that all other considerations
were overlooked or forgotten.
What has since followed a1·c but the natural consequences. \Vith the
success of their fhst movement, this small fanatical party began to acquire strength; and with that, to. become an object of courtship to liloth
the great parties. The necessary consequence was, a further increase of
power, and a gradual tainting of the opinions of both of the other parties with their doctrines, until the infection has extended over both; and
the great mass of the population of the N ortb, who, whatever may be
theit· opinion of the original abolition party, which still preserves its distinctive organization, hardly eve1' fail, when it comes to acting, to cooperate in carrying out their measures. With the increase of their influence, they extended the sphet·e of their action. fo a short time after the
commencement of their first movement, they had acquired sufficient influence to induce the Legislatures of most of the Northern States to pass
act~, which in effect abrogated the provision of the Constitution that provides for the deli very up of fugitive slaves. Not long after, petitions followed to abolish slavery in forts, magazines, and dock yards, and alLother
places where Congress had exclusive power of legislation. This was
followed by petitions and resolutions of Legislatures of the Northern
States and popular meetings, to exclude the Southern States from all
Territories acqufred, or to be acquired, and to prevent the admission of 1.}ny
State hereafter into the Union, which, by jts Constitution, does not prohibit slavery. And Congress is invoked to ~o all this expressly with the
view to the final abolition of slavery in the States. That has been
avowed to be the ultimate object from t-he beginning of the agitation until
the present time; and yet the great body of both parties of the North,
with the full knowledge of the fact, although disavowing the abolitionists, have co-operated with them in almost all their measures.
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Such is a brief history of the agitation, as far as it has yet advanced.
Now I ask, Senators, what is there to prevent its further progress, until
it fulfils the ultimate end proposed, unless some decisive measure should
be adopted to prevent it? H as any one of the causes, which has added
to its increase from its origin al small and contemptible beginning until it
has attained its present magnitude, diminished in force? Is the original
cause of the movement, that slavery is a sin, and ought to be-suppressed,
weaker now than at the commencement? Or is the Abolition party
less numerous or influential, or have they less influence over, or control over the two great parties of the North in elections? Or h as the
South greater means of influencing or controlling the movements of this
Government now, than it had when the agitation commenced? To all
these questions but one answer can be given: no, no, no. The very reverse is true. Instead of being weaker, all the elements in favor of agitation are ·stronger now than they were in 1835, when it first commenced,
while all the elements of influence on the part of the South are weaker.
Unless something decisive is don~, I again ask, what is to stop this
agitation, before the great and final object at which it aims-the abolition of slavery in the States-is consummated? Is it, then, not certain that if something decisive is not now done to arrest it, the South
will be forced to choose between abolition and secession? Indeed, as
events are now moving, it will not require the South to secede to dissolve
the Union. Agitation will of itself effect it, of which its past history furnishes abundant proof, as I shall next proceed to show.
It is a great mistake to suppose that disunion can be effected by a single blow. The cords which bound these States together in one common
Union are far too numerous and powerful for that. Disunion must be
the work of time. It is only through a long process, and successively,
that the cords can be snapped, until the whole fabric falls asunder. Already the agitation of the slavery question has snapped some of the most
important, and has greatly weakened all the others, as I shall proceed
to show.
The cords that bind the States together are not only many, but various
in character. Some are spiritual or ecclesiastical ; some political ; others
social. Some appertain to the benefit conferred by the Union, and others
to the feeling of duty and obligation.
The strongest of those of a spiritual and ecclesiastical nature consisted
in the unity of the great religious denominations, all of which originally
embraced the whole Union. All these denominations, with the exception, perhaps, of the Catholics, were organized very much upon the principle of our political institutions; beginning with smaller meetings corresponding with the political divisions of the country, their orgar,ization
terminated in one great central assemblage, corresponding very much
with the character of Congress. At these meetings the principal clergymen and lay members of the respective denominations from all parts of
the Union met to transact business relating to their common concerns.
It was not confined to what appe1·tained to the doctrines and .discipline
of the respective denominations, but extended to plans for disseminating
the Bible, establishing missionaries, distributing tracts, and of establish·
ing presses for the publication of tracts, newspapers, and periodicals, with
a view of diffusing religious information, and for the support of the doctrines and creeds of the denomination. All this combined contributed
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·eatly to strengthen the bonds of the Union. The strong ties which
held each denomination together formed a strong cord to hold the whole
Union to&ether; but, as powerful as they were, they have not been able
to resist the explosive effect of slavery agitation.
The first of these cords which snapped, under its explosive force, was
that of the powerful Methodist Episcopal Church. The numerous and
strong ties which held it together are all broke, and its unity gone. They
now form separate churches; and, instead of that feeling of attachment
and devotion to the interests of the whole church which was formerly
felt, they are now arrayed into-two hostile bodies, engaged in litigation
about what was formerly their common property.
T he next cord that snapped was that of the Baptists, one of the largest
and most respectable of the denominations. That of the Presbyteri,m is
not entirely snapped, but some of its strands have given away. That of
the Episcopal Church is the only one of the four great Protest..mt denominations which remains unbroken and entire.
' The strongest cord, of a political character, consists of the many and
strong ties that have held together the two great parties which have,
with some modifications, existed from the beginning of the Govern 1 ent.
They both extended to every portion of the Union, and strongly contribut·
ed to hold all its parts together. But this powerful cord has fared no
better than the spiritual. It resisted for a long time the explosive tendency of the agitation, but has finally snapped under its force-if not entirely, in a great measure. Nor is there one of the remaining cords
which have not been greatly weakened. To this extent the Union has
already been destroyed by agitation, in the only way it can be, by snap·
ping asunder and weakening the cords which bind it together.
If the agitation goes on, the same force, acting with increased intensity, as has been shown, will finally snap every chord, when nothing will
be left to hold the States together except force. But, surely, that can,
with no propriety of language, be called a Union when the only means
by which the weaker is held connected with the stronger portion is force.
It may, indeed, keep them connected ; but the connexion will partake
much more of the character of subjugation, on thfl part of the weaker to
the stronger, than the union of free, independent, and sovereign States,
in one confederation, as they stood in the early stages of the Government,
and which only is worthy of the sacred name of Union.
H aving now, Senators, explained what it is that endangers the Union,
and traced it to its cause, and explained its nature and character, the
question again recurs-How can the Union be saved 1 To this I answer,
there is but one way by which it can be, and that is by adopting such
measures as will satisfy the States belonging to the Southern section that
they can remain in the Union consistently with their honor and their
safety. Th.ere is, again, only one way by which that can be effected,
and that is by removing the causes by which this belief has been produced. Do that, and discontent will cease, harmony and kind feelings
between the sections be restored, and every apprehension of <la.nger to the
Union removed. The question, then, is-By what can this be done 1 But,
before I undertake to answer this question, I propose to show by what the
Union cannot be saved.
It cannot, then, be saved by eulogies on the Union, however splendid or
numerous. 'l'he cry of" Union, Union-the glorious Union !" can no more
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prevent disunion than the cry of "Health, health-glorious health !" on
the part of the physician, can save a patient lying dangerously ill. So
long as the Union, instead of being regarded as a protector, is regarded
in the opposite character, by_not much less than a majority of the States,
it will be in vain to attempt to conciliate them by pronouncing eulogies
on it.
Besides, this cry of Union comes commonly from those who we cannot
believe to be sincere. It usually comes from our assailants. But we
cannot believe them to be sincere; for, if they loved the Union, they
would necessarily be devoted to the Constitution. It made the Union,
and to destroy the Constitution would be to destroy the Union. But the
only reliable and certain eYidence of devotion to the Constitution is, to
abstain, on the one hand, from violating it, and to repel, on the oth<'r,
attempts to violate it. Jt is only by faithfully performing these high duties that the Constitution can be preserved. and with it the Union.
But how stands the profession of derntion to the Union by our assailants, when brought to this test? Ila Ye they abstained from violating the
Constitution 7 Let the many acts passed by the Northern States to set
aside and annul the clause of the Constitution providing for the delivery
up of fugitiYc slaYes answer. I cite this, not that it is the only instance,
(for there are many others,) but because the violation in this particular is
too notorious and palpable to be denied. Again : have they stood forth
faithfully to repel violations of the Constitution? Let their course in
reference to the agitation of the slaYery question, which was commenced
and has been carried on for fifteen years, avowedly for the purpose of
abolishing slavery in the States-an object all acknowledged to be unconstitutional-answer. Let them show a single instance, during this
long period. in which they have denounced the agitators or their attempts
to effect what is admitted to be unconstitutional, or a single measure
which they have brought forward for that purpose. How can we, with
all these facts before us, believe that they are sincere in their profession
of devotion to the Union, or a,·oid believing their profession is but intended to increase the vigor of their assaults and to weaken the force of our
resistance 7
Nor can we regard the profession of devotion to the Union, on the part
of those who are not our assailants, as sincere, when they pronounce eulogies upon the Union, evidently with the intent of charging us \\ith disunion, without uttering one word of denunciation against our assailants.
If friends of the Union, their course should be to unite with us in repelling these assaults, and denouncing the authors as enemies of the Union.
\Vhy they avoid this, and pursue the course they do, it is for them to
explain.
Nor can the Union be saved by invoking the name of the illustrious
Southerner whose mortal remains repose on the western bank of the Potomac. He was one of us-a slaYeholder and a planter. \ Ve have
studied his history, and find nothing in it to justify submission to wrong.
On the contrary, his great fame rests on the solid foundatiou, that, while
he was careful to avoid doing wrong to others, he was prompt and decided in repelling wrong. I trust that, in this respect, we profited by his
example.
Nor can we find any thing in his history to deter us from seceding from
the Union, should it fail to fulfil the objects for which it was instituted,
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by b eing permanently and hopelessly converted into the means of oppressing instead of protecting u::;. On the contrary, we find much in bis example to encourage us, should we be forced to the extremity of deciding
between submission and disunion.
There existed then, as well as now, a union-that between parent country and her then colonies. It was a union that had much to endear it to the
people of the colonies. Under its protecting and superintending care, the
colonies were plan~ed and grew up and prospered, through a long course
of years, until they become populous and wealthy. Its benefits were not
limited to them. Their extensive agricultural and other productions,
gave birth to a flourishing commerce, which richly rewarded the parent
country for the trouble and expense of establishing aud protecting them.
Wast1ington was born and grew up to manhood under that union. He
acquired his early distinction in its service. and there is every reason to
believe that he was devotedly attached to it. B ut his devotion was
a rational one. He was attached to it, not as an end, but as a means to
an end. \Vhen it failed to fulfil its end, and, instead of affording
pl'Otection, was converted into the means of oppressing the colonies, he
did not hesitate to draw his sword, and head the great movement by wb.ich
that union was forever seYered, and the independence of these States
established. T his was the great and crowning glory of his life, which
has spread his fame over the whole globe, and will transmit it to the latest posterity.
.
Nor can the plan proposed by the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, nor that of the Administration, save the Unio:i. I shall pass hy, without remark, the plan proposed by the Senator, and proceed directly to
the consideration of that of the Administration. I however assure the distinguished and able Senator, that in taking this course, no disrespect whateve1· is intended to him or bis plan. I have adopted it, because so many
Senators of distinguished a bilities, who were present when he delivered
his speech, and explained his plan, and who were fully capable to do justice to the side they support, have replied to him.
The plan of the Administration cannot save the Union, because it can
have no effect whatever, towards satisfying the States composing the
Southern section of the Union, that they can, consistently with safety
and honor, remain in the Union. It is in fact but a modification of the
Wilmot proviso. I~ proposes to effect the ~ame object, to exclude
the South from all territory acquired by the Mexica n treaty. It is
well known that the South is united against the Wilmot proviso, and
has committed itself by solemn resolutions, to resist, should it be adopted.
Its opposition is not to the name, but that which it proposes to effect. That
the Southern States hold to be unconstitutional, unjust, inconsistent with
their equality as members of the common Union, and calculated to destroy
irretrievably, the equilibrium between the two sections. These objections
equally apply to what, for brevity, I will call the Executive proviso.
There is no difference betwP-en it and the Wilmot, except in the mode of
effecting the object, a nd in that respect I must say, that the latte1· is much
the least objectionable. I t goes to its obje.ct, openly, boldly, and distinct~
ly. It claims for Congress unlimited power over the Territories, and proposes to assert it over the T erritories acquired from Mexico, by a positive
prohib ition of slavery. Not so the Executive proviso. It takes an indirect course, and in order to elude the Wilmot proviso1 and thereby avoid
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encountering the united and determined resistance of the South, it denies,
by implication, the authority of Congress to legislate for the Territories,
and claims the right as belonging exclusively to the inhabitants of the
Territories. But to ellect the object of excluding the South, it takes
care, in the mean time, to let in emigrants freely from the Northern
States nnd nll other quarters, except from the South, which it takes
special care to exclude by holding up to them the danger of having
their slaves liberated under the Mexican laws. 'l'he necessary consequence
is to exclude the South from t he T erritory, j ust; as etfectnally as would the
\Vilmot proviso. The only difference in this re·spect is, that what one
proposes to effect directly and openly, the other proposes to effect indirectly and coYr.rtly.

But the E xccutive proviso is more objectionable thllll the Wilmot, in another and ruore important particular. The latter, to cflect its object, inflicts a clangerous wound upon tho C.:onstitytion,
by depriving tho Southern States, as joint partners and owners of tho Tcrritoric;,, of their rig hts
in them; but it inflicta no greater wound than is abiiolutely necessary to effect its ohject.
The
former, on the contrary, while ic inflicts the same wound, inflicts o ·hel'll equally great, and, if
possible, grnter, as I shall next proceed to expluin.
In claiming the right for the inhnl•itants, instead of Congress, to le:?;L•fate for the Territories,
tho Executive proviso, assumes that the sovcrrignty over the T erritories is VC$tcd in the former:
or to express it in the language used in a resolution offered by one of the Senators from 'foxna,
(General llocsTo:<, now absent,) they havo "the s•me inherent right of self-government as the
people in the States." The a.ssumption is utterly unfounded, unconstitutional, w,thout cxnmplc,
aod contrary to the entire practice of the Government, from it.s commencement to the prl15ent time,
as I shall proceed to show.
Tho recent movement of individuals in California to form a constitution and n State government,
and to appoint Senators and Representatives is the first fruit of tilts monstrous as~umpt,on. If tho
indivitlual•, who made this movement, had gone into Californil\ as adventuren,, and if, as such,
they had conquered the Territory and establishcJ their independence, the sovereignty of the country would have been vested in them, as a sepa•nte and independent community. Jn tllot case,
they woulcl ha,•e had the right to form a constitution, nnd to establish a government for themselvc,,;
and, if aflerwarJs, they thought proper to apply to Congress for admission into tho Union as a
sovereign and inJependent State, all this would ha,•e been regular, nnd acconlhg to estaolished
principles. But such is not the case. It wa.a the United States who conquered California. ,and
finally acquired it by treaty. •rhe sovereignty, of course, is invested in them, and not in 1he individuols who have attemptoo to form a constitution and a State, without their consent. A II this i•
clear, beyond controversy, unlcsa it can be sllown that they have ~incc lost or been divested of their
eovercignty.
l'i or is it less clear, that the power of lcgislaling over the acquired territory is ve,it.-d i n Congress, and not, ns is MSui:ned, in tho i nbabitant.s of the Territories.
None can deny that the
Government ol tho United States have the power to acquire Territories, eitl1er liy war ortreoly; but
if tho power to acquiro exis1s, it belongs to Congress to carry it into cxecntion. On this point
there can be no doubt, for t he Constirution c:rprcssly pro,•ides, that Congress shall h ove power "to
make all laws which shall he noceosary and proper to carry i nt,, execution the foregoing powers,"
(those vested in C.:oogre.ss,) "and all other powers vested by this Oonstitul-ion in the Govn-nmmt
of the United :States, or in any d•pr,rtfllmt or office thereof.•• Ct mailers not, 1.h en, where the
power is -.-csted; for, if vc.ited at all in the Governu,cnt of the United S tal.<•ij, or any of its ,Jepnrtmcnt.s, or officer~, lh~ power of carrying it into execution ill cle,rly vcatoo in l ongre,.s. llut thi9
important provision, while it gives to Uongrcss the power of legislating over Territories, imposes
important restrictions on ilil exercise, by re.tricting C.:ongress to posecing laws necessary anJ proper
for ca.rying the power into execution. The prohibition extends, nol only to all laws not ~uitable
or appropriate to the object of the power, but also to all that are unjust, unequal, or unfair, for all
auch laws would be unnecc~sary and improper, an.I, therefore, unconstitutional.
Having now established, beyond controversy, that the so,·ercignty over the Territories is vested
in t ho United States-that is in the several States composing the Union-and th:n the power of
legislJtin~ o,·cr them is cxpres,Jy ,•estoo in Uongress, it follows, that the individuals i i\ t,olifornia
who have undertaken to form a constitution and n Sl:lte, and to exercise tl\e power of legislating
wi•hout tho consent of Con~rea., have usurped the sovereignty of tho Smto and tho outhorit_y
of Congress, and have acted in open dafill!lce of both. In other words, what th,·y have done
Ml rev,,futio nary and rebellious in its character, anarchical in ita tendency, and calculated lo lead
to tho most dangerous consequences. IIaJ they act.ed from premcJitati•m ond design, it would
have been, in fact, actual rebellion; but such ia not the case. Tho blame lies mucll Lesa upon
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them than upon those who have induced them to take a co11rse 80 nnconatitulional and dangorous. 'fboy havo been led into it by lnngu~ge held here, and the course pursued by the
Executive branch of the GoveromenL
I have not seen the aru1wer of the E,ecutive to tho calls made by the two Houses of Congress
for information as to the courae which it took or the part which it acted, in reference to what
was done in California I understand the answers have not yet boon printed. But there is enough
known to justify the assertion, that those who profess to reprruent and act under tho authority of
the Executive, hav<l advisoo, aided, and encouraged the movement, which terminated in forming,
what they call a Constitution and a State. General Riley, who professed to net as civil Governor,
called tho Convention, determined on t!:ie number ond distribution of the delegates, nppointed the
time and place of its meeliug, was present during the se.ssion, and gave iu; proceeding• his approbation and sanction. If h o acted without authority, he ought to have been tried, or ot least reprimanded and disavo,vcd. Neither having been done, the pre.mmption is, that his course has been
approved. This of itself is sufficient to identify the Executive w th bis act•, and to make it reeponsible for them. I touch not tho question, whether General Riley wa• appointed or received
tho instructions under which he professed to act from the present E~ccutive, or its predecessor. If
from the former, it would implicate the preceding as well as well as the present Administration. Jf
not, the responsibility resta exclu8ively on the pre;;ent.
I t ia mai,ifest from this statement, th~t the B<eculivo Department hos undert:i.ken to perform acts
preparatory to the meeting of the inJiviJuola to form their oo-callcJ Con•litution and Government,
which appertain exclusively to Congress. Judee,I, they are identical in many respects, with the
provisions adopted by eongress, when it gives permission to a Territory to form a constitution and
government, in order to be admitted as a Stole into the Union.
H aving now shown that the assumption upon which the Executive and the individuals in California acted throughoUl thia whole affair, is uufounded, unronstitutional, nnd dangerous, it remains to make a few remarks, in order to show thnt what has been done is contrary to the entire
practice of the Government from ita commencement to the present time.
From its commencement until the time thot Michigan wa.s admitted, t he practice was uniform.
Territorial Governments were first organized by Congress. Tho Go,•ernment of the United
States appointed tho Governors, Judges, :5ccretarie$, Marshals, and other officers, arid the inhabitants of tbe Territory were rcpTcsenteJ by lt-gislat1,o bodiea, whose acts were sul~cct to the revisions of Congresa. This state of things continued until the government of a Territory applied to
Congress to permit its inhabitants to form a constitution and governmcnt,prcparo.tory to admission into
the Union. The preliminnry act to giving permission was, to ascertain whether the inhabitanl8 were
sufficiently numerous to authorize them to be formed into a State. This was done by taking a
census. That h"ing done, and the number proving s ufficient, permi!!8ion was granted. The act
grnnting it fixr<l all the preliminaries-the time ~nd place of holding the convention; the quali6cation of tbe voters; establishment of its buundaric", and all other measures necessary to be set•
tied previous to admission. The act giving permission necessarily withdraws tho sovcreiguty of
the United Stat~s, and leaves the iohal:>itants of tha incipient State as free to form their con•titution and government, as were the original Stale• of the Union after they b.ad declared their independence. At this stage, the inhabitants of the T erritory became for the first time a people, in legal
and constitutional language. Prior to this, they were, by tho old acts of Congress, called inhabitants, and not people. All this is perfectly consistent with tbc .overeignty of rb.e United States,
with the pJwera of Congress, and with the right of a people to self government
Michigan was the; first cnse in which thcro was any departure from the uniform rulo of acting.
H er• was a very &light departure from established un;e The ordinance of '8 7 secured to her the
right of becoming a State, when sho should have 60,060 inhabitanlll. OIYing to some ncgleet,
Congre•s delayed taking the .census. In tho mean time her population incroased, until it clearly
exceeded more than twice the number which ent1tlrd her to admission. At this stago she formed
a constitution and go•crnment without a census being taken by the United States, and Congress
waived the omission, as there was no doubt she bad more than a oufficient number to entitle her
to admission. Sho was not admitted at tho first session she npplied, owing tu somo cliflicully respecting tho boundary between her and Ohio. The great irregularity, as to her admission, took
place at tho next session, but on a point which can have no possible connexion with the case of
California.
The irrrgularilics in all other caSCII that hnve since occurred are of a similar nature. In all, there
existed territorial governments establiehed by Congress, with officers appointed by the United
States. In all, the territorial government took the lend in calling conventions, and fi~ing the preliminarie,; preparotory to tho formation of a constitution and oJmission into the Union. Th ey all
recognized the sovereignty of the United Stntes, and the authority of Congress over the Territotories; and wherever there wKs any departure from e.t.o.blished usage, it was done on the presumed •
consrnt of CongreBS, and not in defiance of its authority, or the oovoreigoty of the United States
o•cr the Territories. In this respect California stands alone, without usage, or a single example
to cover htr case.
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It belongs now, Senatol'8, for you to decide what part you will act in reference to this unproccdented lrnnsaction. The Executive has laid the paper purporting to be the Constitution of California before you, and asks you lo admit her into the Union as a State; and tho question is, will
you or will you not ndmit her. It is a grave question, and there rt>sl.!t upon you a heavy rceponsibility. Much, very much, will depend upon your decision. If you admit her, you endorse and
giva your sanction to all that has been done. Are you prepared to do ao? Are you prepared to
aurtcndcr your power of legislation for the Territorie-a power expreuly veeted in Uongress by
the Constitution, as has been fully established? Can you, consietcntly with your oath to support 1he
Constitulion, surrender the power I Are you prepared to admit that tho inhabitants of the Territories possess the sovereignty over them, and that any number, more or less, may cluim 011y exwnt
of Territory 1hcy pleose; may form a Ccrnslltution and Govetnment, anJ erect it into a S1•te, without asking your permission? Arc you prepared to surrender the sove,eignty of the United Stntea
o•cr whatever territory may be hereafter aet1uircd to the 6rsl a,h•enturcrs who may rush into it?
Are you prepared to surrenJer virtually to the Executive D cparrment all the po1vers which you
have heretofore exercised over the Territorie;,1 If not, bolV can you consinA-ntly with your Juty
and your oaths lo support the Constitution, give your a.sent to the admission oft alifornia as a
State, under n pretended constitution and government> Again, con you believe that the project
of a conijlitulton which they have adopted, has the least validity 1 Con you believe that there is
such a State in reality as the Stale of California! N'o; there is no such Stalo. It hos no legal or
constitutional exis·ence: It bas no validity, and can have none, without your sanction H ow, then,
can you ndmit it aa c, Stale, when according lo the proTision of the Vonstitution, your power is
limi!A!J to admitting new Slatu. To be admiuod, it must be a S1nte, an existing S,ate, rnJepcndent of your santtion, before you can admit it. When you give your permission to the inhabitants
of a Territory to form a constitution and a State, the constitution and Stole tlwy form, derive their
authority from the people, and not from you. The State before admitted is actually a State, and
does not become so by tho ocl of admission, as would be the case with California, shoulJ you admit her contrary to constitutional provisions and establisheJ usage heretofore.
The Senators on the other side of the Chamber must permit me to make a few remarks in tbis
connection particularly applicable to them, with the exception of a few SPnators from the South,
sitting on that side of the Chamber, when the Oregon question ,ns before this body not two years
since. You took (if I mistake not) universally tho gTound, that Congress had the •~le and absolute
power of legislating for thoTerritoriee. How then, can you now, after the short inte,val which ho.a
elapsed, abanJon the ground which you took, and !hereby virtually admit that t he power of legislating, in.tend of being in Congrcs•, is in the inhabitants of the Territorics 1 H ow can you justify
and sanction by your votes, the acts of the Executive, which arc in direct derogation of nhat you
then contcnJed for? But to approach still nearer to tho present time, how can you, after condemning, little more than a year since, the grounds taken by the p:irty which you defootetl at the lost
election, wheel round and support by your votes 1he grounds which, as c~ploined rccen1l) on this
floor by the candidate of the party in the laht eleetioo, are identical with thooo on which the Exccu•
tivo bas ncteJ in reference to California> What nrc we to understand by nil this/ Must we conclude
that Ibero is no sin~rity, no faith in the acts and ueclarations of public men, and that all is mere
acting or hollow professionl Or are we to conclude 1bat the exclusion of the South from the territory ae<1111red from Mexico is an object of so paramount a charactorin your estimation, that Right,
Justice, Constitution, and Consistency, must all yield, when they stand in the way of our exclusion I
But, it may bo asked, what is to be done with California, should she not be admitted 1 I answer, remand her back to the tcrrito,ial cond ition, as was done in the case of Tennessee, in the
early st.age of the GovernmenL C ongress, in her case, bad established a tenitorial government in
the usual form, with a Governor, J udgc,,, and other officcra, appointed by the United ;:,totes. Shewn• cntilled, unJer the deed of cession, to bo admiued into the Unioa as a Swtc as soon as she
haJ sixty thoui;und inhabitants. The Territorrnl Government, believing it haJ that number, took
a census, by which it appeared it exceeded it. She then formed a Constitution, onJ applied for
admission. Congress refused to nJmit her, on the ground that the census should be taken by the
United State', and that C ongeess had not determined whether the Territory should be formed into
one or two States, as it was authorized to do unJer tho cession. She returneJ quietly to her territorial condition. An net was passed to take a census by the UniteJ Slates, containing II provision that the T emtory should form one State. A II afterwards wos regularly conJucted, onJ the
Territory adm,ttc!I 811 a State in due form. Tho irregularities in the case of California nre im•
meaaurably greater, and offer much stronger rearons for pursuing the same course. l.lut, it moy be
said, California may not submit. That is not probable; but if she should not, whm she rPfusea,
it will then be time for us to decide what is to be J one.
Having now shown who.t cannot save tho Union, I return to the question with whirh I commenced, How can thu Union be "3vedl There i, but one way by which it can with any certainty,
and that is. by a full and final sc1tlemcnt, on the principle of justice, of all the question$ at is;.ue
between the two sections. 'fhe South asks for justico, simple ju,tice, ond lc.s she ouglit not to
take. She hai no compromise to offer, but the Constitution; anJ no conccs.ion or surrender to
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make. She has alfJlfdy sarronderod so much that she has Jit!lo left to surrender.

Such a ecttle•
ment would go to the root of the evil, and remove All cause of discontent, by satisfying the South,
llhe could remain honorably and safely in the Union, and thereby restore the h~rmonv end frawnal feelings between tho sections, which existed anterior to tho MiS80uri agitation. ;;..:-thing el"41
can, with any coctainty, finally and forever settle tho questions at iu ue, terminate ·•s:tation, and
save th& Union.
But can this bo done. Yes, easily; not by the weaker party, for it can of itself do nothing-r.-,:
e.-eo protect itself-but by the.stronger. The North has only to will it to accomplish it- to do ju•tice by concrdini; lo the South an rqual right in tho acquired Territory, and to do her duty by cawsIng tho stipulations relat.i.-o to fugitive slaves to be faithfully fulfilled-to cease tho agitation of the
slave que•tron, nnd to provide for the insertion of n provision in the Constitution, by an amendment,
whi~ will restore to the South in substance the power she J)Olll!Csscd of protecting herself, before tho
oquil1'irium between tho sections was dcstroJod by the action of this Government. There will be
ho difficulty in dovi1;ing such a provision-one that will protect the South, and which, al tho
aamo ltmt>, will improve and strengthen tho Govcmmcnl, instcsd of impairing and weakening it.
But will the North agree to_do this / -I t is for her to answer this qutSLion. But, I will say,
llhe cannot ,efusc, if Ehe bu half tho love of the Union which •he professes to have, or without
j uatly exposing herself to tho charge that her love of power and aggrandiifmenl is far gronter than
her lo, eof tile Union. At all o,enli<, thercspon•ibility of saving the Union rc;its on the North,
and not the South. The ::touth c:a.nnot save it by auy net of hers, and tho North may !<llve it
without any sacrifice whatever, unless to do justice, and to perform her duties under the Constitution, should be regarded by her ae a sacrifice.
I t is time, Senators, that there should be an open and marily avowal on all sides, n• to what is
intended to be done. If tho que.•uon is not now settled, it is uncertain "hether it ever can here•
after be; and we, as the representatives of the States of this Union, regarded as Governmenta,
should come to n distinct underatanding as lo our respective views, in order to ascertain whether the
great questions ot issue can be settled or not. If you, who represent tho stronger portion, cannot
agree to settle them on the broad principle of justice anJ duty, eay so ; and let the States we both
reprc,ent agree to scparate and part iii peace. If you are unwilling we should part in peace, tell us llO,
and we shall know what to do, when you reduce the question to submis.ion or resistance. If you re·
main silent, you will compel us to infer by your acts what you intend. In thatca,e, Valifornia will
become tho test question. If you admit her, under nil tho dillicultie.11 that oppose her adwission, you
compd us to infer that you intmd to oi:clude us from tho whole of tile acquired Territories, with
the intention ef destroying irretrievably tho equilibrium between the two sections. Wo woulil
be blind not to perceive in that case, that your real olJjects are power and aggrandizement, and
infatuated not to act accordingly.
T have now, Senators, done my d uty in exprei;sing my opinions fully, freely, and candidly, on
this 110lemn occasion. In doing so, I ha,·o been governed by the motivea which have governed me
in oil tho •tagcil of tho agitation of tho slavery question since its commencement. I have exerted
my•clf, during the whole period, to arrest it, with the i ntention of saving the Union, if it could be
done; and if it could not, to save the soctio11 where i t has pleased Providence to cast my lot, and
which I sincerely believe hM just.ice and the C onstitution on its side. Having faithfully done my
duty ID the be>,t of my ability, both to the Union and my section, throughout this agitation, I shall
havq the consolation, let what will come, tbnt I am free from all responsibility.
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